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populations along the coastlines have threat-
ened the natural balance of these habitats.
Dredging, draining, the construction of dams,
sewage spills, and other forms of pollution
have led to the degradation and destruction of
many estuary habitats.

This measure exemplifies environmental
policy based on partnership and cooperation,
and not on governmental mandates and regu-
lations. S. 835 encourages states, local gov-
ernments, and community organizations to
work together to identify estuary habitat res-
toration projects.

Estuaries are national treasures, and they
deserve a national effort to protect and restore
them. Responding to the growing threats to
our bays, sounds, and other coastal waters
presents a difficult challenge: federal re-
sources are limited, the need is great, and the
pressure on these areas is intensifying. The
Estuaries and Clean Water Act takes the nec-
essary steps to protect and restore these nat-
ural habitats.

The time to act is now. We are not doing
enough to protect these valuable resources.
Many estuaries are on the brink of extinction
because of manmade pressures. We need to
preserve these vitally important habitats. They
are an integral part of this country’s environ-
mental balance. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important measure.
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Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sadness that I rise today to join my col-
leagues in paying special tribute to my good
friend and colleague from Illinois, Mr. Sid
Yates. Mr. Yates was a good friend. He was
there to welcome me here on my first day in
Congress and I was glad to have served with
him for over a decade.

Mr. Yates and I worked on many bipartisan
issues to improve our nation and home state
of Illinois. I was always appreciative of his
friendship and admired his work both within
the Illinois delegation and on the House Ap-
propriations Committee.

Mr. Yates began his distinguished career as
an attorney in Chicago. He was first elected to
this House in 1948. As a member of this body,
Mr. Yates was a quiet but strong voice.

Mr. Speaker, Sid Yates served this institu-
tion, his constituents and community well and
he will be greatly missed. I extend my condo-
lences to his wife and family.
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Mr. SKEEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great re-
gret and sadness that America has lost a
dedicated public servant, the Honorable Sid-
ney Yates.

I served with Sid on the House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Interior when he

chaired the Committee and when he was the
ranking member. Even though we had our
philosophical differences, Sid was a fair chair-
man and an effective member of the com-
mittee. He supported priorities for my district in
New Mexico even though he may not have
been completely in agreement. But he knew it
was important to my constituents so he went
along with my request.

Over the years, Sid and I developed a
friendship that was characterized by mutual
respect, humor and a common goal of public
service. We understood each other’s priorities
and respected one another for the principles
we stood for and our commitment to serve our
country in the legislative branch of the federal
government.

His passion for the arts, his firm resolve to
preserve our natural resources and his devo-
tion to Native Americans personify Sid’s leg-
acy.

When Sid retired from the House of Rep-
resentatives nearly two ago, members of this
House gave Sid the appropriate acknowledg-
ment for the many years of service to our
country. I’m pleased that Sid was present to
witness the appreciation for his service.

We will miss Sid. His family remains in our
thoughts and in our prayers.
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Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, today, kindergarten
teachers estimate that one in three children
enters the classroom unprepared to meet the
challenges of school. Prekindergarten pro-
grams are key to helping these young people
be ready to learn when they attend their first
day of school. Many children, however, do not
have access to pre-k programs. While several
states, including Wisconsin, are expanding
their prekindergarten programs, only one state
in the country, Georgia, currently has a uni-
versal pre-k program.

To help states meet the challenge of pro-
viding quality prekindergarten programs, I in-
troduced the Providing Resources and Edu-
cation for Kids Act (Pre-K Act) on October 25,
2000. This legislation would provide grants to
state education agencies to help establish or
strengthen prekindergarten early learning pro-
grams that provide full day, full calendar year
early learning services for children age five
and under. To encourage states to participate
and ensure their long-term investment, the bill
creates a sliding scale over five years for the
federal-state match.

Good quality early education helps children
develop, enter school ready to succeed and
improve their skills. In fact, studies of several
state prekindergarten initiatives offer con-
vincing evidence of the benefits of early edu-
cation for children at risk of school failure such
as higher mathematics and reading achieve-
ment, increased creativity, better school at-
tendance, improved health and greater paren-
tal involvement. Further, prekindergarten pro-
grams have proven cost-effective over time.
The Rand Corporation and a team of re-
searchers at the University of Wisconsin esti-
mate that the most effective prekindergarten

programs create savings to the government of
$13,000 to $19,000 per child. This savings is
realized in higher school achievement, less re-
tention in a grade, a reduced need for special
education, and less crime.

I hope that Congress would consider this
important issue before we adjourn for the
year. If, however, we are unable to debate the
Pre-K Act, I will work to make it a top priority
when the 107th Congress considers the reau-
thorization of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act.
f
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Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
discuss issues concerning the Republic of
Macedonia. The largest population of Macedo-
nian-Americans resides in my district. During
the Kosovo Crisis, and throughout the wars in
the Former Yugoslavia in the 1990’s, Mac-
edonia has shown remarkable strength and re-
silience which has allowed this democratic
country to emerge as a point of stability in the
Balkans as well as a strong ally of the United
States. I believe we need to adhere to our fi-
nancial commitments and reemphasize our
support for Macedonia.

As many of you know, President Boris
Trajkovski is engaged in a long-term economic
development program following the aftermath
of the Kosovo crisis. Also, I understand that
the continued border instability is undermining
the Republic of Macedonia’s overall economic
climate and risks future economic develop-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to compliment the
managers of the Foreign Operations Appro-
priations bill for including language that strong-
ly supports President Trajkovski’s govern-
ment’s efforts to bring stability and economic
prosperity to all Macedonians and to the Bal-
kan region.

As a strong supporter of Macedonia, I sup-
port the manager’s intent to encourage the
Department of State to provide adequate re-
sources to fund critical project components of
President Trajkovski’s Economic Stabilization
and Development Plan.
f
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, recently the Contra Costa Times
newspaper wrote an article about a person
who has become a fixture in central Contra
Costa County. Dolores Larkin has had an
amazing career serving hot dogs at Caspers
Famous Hot Dogs in Pleasant Hill, California.
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